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Sound advice for trail bike riders in the Strathbogies
Trail bike riders in the Strathbogie State Forest are being asked to voluntarily reduce speed and noise in some sensitive areas in a bid to maintain good relationships with local residents and other forest users.

Signs advising riders of noise sensitive areas have been installed by the Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) as part of the Ride for Tomorrow trail bike initiative.

DSE Trail Bike Project Officer, Felicity Wardlaw, said that while there is no legal obligation to obey the signs, rider cooperation will play an important role in balancing ongoing riding access with the community’s need for a reasonable level of peace and quiet.
“Riders should take note of the signage and back off the throttle so that conflict with other forest users and nearby residents is avoided,” Ms Wardlaw said. 
“More than 90 per cent of riders surveyed have indicated that they would reduce noise by riding more slowly through sensitive areas if those areas are signposted.
“Noise is one of the most common causes of complaints about trail bikes on public land, so it makes sense to voluntarily keep noise levels down to help protect future riding access.”
Reduce Noise Areas have been established in the Strathbogie State Forest near Barjarg, Dry Creek, Boho, Warrenbayne and Lima East with signs installed on roads and tracks.  
DSE has been conducting compliance operations with Victoria Police in the forest to ensure riders are aware of the need to ride responsibly and respect the environment and nearby residents. 
Forest patrols are focusing on bikes with excessive noise levels as well as unlicensed riders and unregistered motorcycle use.

“Riders breaking the law are surprised to find DSE officers and police in remote forest areas, and a number of fines have been issued,” Ms Wardlaw said.

“DSE will also be conducting noise testing on trail bikes and reporting excessively noisy bikes to the Environmental Protection Agency.

“These joint patrols will continue throughout the year. Riders should show respect to other forest users by slowing down and reducing noise when close to other people and residential areas.”

For more information on trail bike riding please visit: www.dse.vic.gov.au/trailbikes or contact the DSE Customer Service Centre on 136 186.
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