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Dams to habitat

The Growling Grass Frog

The Growling Grass Frog (Litoria raniformis) is one
of many frog species that has the ability to live in
farm dams. While many landowners may have never
seen this frog, they may be familiar with their call
(crawark-crawark-croc-croc) over the warmer
months of the year. You can listen to the frog call at
www.frogs.org.au.

An infrequently seen dam resident

The frog is recognised as a threatened species at
state, national and international levels. It historically
lived in most parts of Victoria, however their
population is now in decline. This is most likely
because of degraded habitat and the fungal disease
chytridiomycosis.

Distribution of the Growling Grass Frog (records
since European settlement)

Victorian farm dams provide habitat and drought
refuge for these lesser-known farm inhabitants.

A typical farm dam used for stock watering

DSE’s Dams to Habitat project

The Department of Sustainability and Environment’s
Dams to Habitat program is now in its second year
and is investigating the potential to increase GGF
habitat across Victorian rural areas by encouraging
the frogs to use farm dams. This is being done by
making simple enhancements.

The program began by determining why frogs were
making use of some farm dams but not others.
Previous research had shown that frogs were
attracted to a dam that provided a mix of underwater
and floating aquatic plants, as well as refuge by
cover on the banks of the dam.

Why have the GGF in your dam?

The GGF could easily be described as the ‘Kermit’
or bullfrog of Victorian frogs, being large and green.
The frog is an indicator that the dam is healthy and
the water quality is good.

By creating dam habitat for ‘Growlers’, other
biodiversity gains are likely which include increased
diversity of aquatic invertebrates (including yabbies)
and waterbirds.



CMA regions covered in the project to date

Where to from here?

The habitat of a number of unoccupied dams will be
enhanced to see if the GGF can be encouraged to
live and breed in these modified dams. An
unoccupied dam in the same area of each enhanced
dam will be selected for a comparison (a control
site). Control and treatment dams will be surveyed
over three years following dam enhancements (refer
to diagram next page).

Additional sites will be surveyed over 2009-2010,
and subsequent GGF breeding seasons, to allow
additional enhancement sites to be established each
year.
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A young landowner’s nervous first encounter with a
Growler on a night survey



Enhancing farm dams

Each dam will be enhanced by adding emergent and submerged/floating aquatic plants and will also include the
creation of refuge habitat on the banks of the dam. Fences will be erected around the specified treatment area, to
keep stock away from the newly vegetated areas, allowing the plants to grow. Stock will still be able to use the
dam for watering.
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Diagrammatic representation of the study site and dam habitat enhancements




Dam habitat not favourable for Growling Grass Frog

Dam habitat supporting a breeding population of Growling Grass Frogs

Project partners

For more information on this project, contact:
David Bryant

9450 8617; 0439651059
david.bryant@dse.vic.gov.au
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