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Conservation & Natural Resources

Eastern Barred Bandicoot
Recovery Program

Zoological Board of Victoria

RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS
This vear has been very successful for Eastern Barred
Bandicoots. with the numbers of animals involved in the
recovery program. increasing. This has meant increasing
the number of release sites for the bandicoots. A vast
improvement from 1991. when only 110 animals in total
were thought to exist.

A special thank you is extended to all those involved in
assisting in the recovery program, in particular. the
volunteers from the "Friends" and other groups. and the
hard working Zoological Boardof Victoria. Department of
Conservation & Natural Recources and National Trust
staff. There are many others too, who work hard to support
the program, thank-you to those people also.

PROGRAM UPDATE

The recovery program 1s still progressing well and has
settled intoa periodof relative stability. Captive populations
are steadily producing bandicools for release and the main
emphasis recently has been on new reintroductions. Staff
movements have been minimal. with one relative 'new-
comer'to the program. Steve Smith (CNR ) leaving Colac
for Alexandra. Before Steve left, he organised the new
rclease at Floating Islands reserve near Colac., Jenmy
Kingston from Melbourne Zoo is on maternity leave.

After a dry winter, fortunately for bandicoots the rains
came in spring, so the new releascs went ahead. Bandi-
coots havebeen released at two new sites: Floating Islands
reserve. near Colac, and Lake Goldsmith reserve, west of
Ballarat, Athirdsite, ncar Hamilton, should be underway
at about the time this newsletter goes to press. A combi-
nationof captive-bred bandicoots and animals translocated
from Gellibrand Hill Park nature reserve have beenused for
the releases. Initial survival hasbeen good, and the signs
look very encouraging.

Monitoring at Mooramong in spring indicates that there is
still good survival of bandicoots there. One sobering note
was the very low trapping success at Hamilton Community
Parklands during the latest monitoring, which almost cer-
tainly indicates a decline in bandicoot numbers there. We
still nced to keep in mind the high-risk nature of recovery
effortsand the fact that the Eastern Barred Bandicool is far
from recovered vet. One concern at the moment is the
possibility of drought inwestern Victoria. not only a major
problem for our rural friends. but also its potential impact
on bandicoots. especially the success of the current re-
leases.

Therecovery team helditslast meeting at Ballarat. and Dr
Kim Lowe. acting manager of the Threatened Wildlife
Program for CNR satin onthe meeting. After the meeting
the groupvisited the Lake Goldsmith release site. obsery -
ing Ballarat CNR staff radio-tracking the relcased animals
First prize went to Jane Licfman. for finding one bandicoot
in 1ts grass nest while surrounded by eight not-too-ob-
servant scarchers in heavy boots

An LFasfern Barred
Bandicoot

Q. What is in there? i

TimClark. Denise Casey and Cathy Patrick from Northern
Rockies Conservation Co-operative (NCRR) arrived during
October for a short visit, "Veteran' bandicoot workers will
remember Tim and colleagues for the major contribution
they have made to bandicoot recovery since 1988. Although
they didn't get involved much in bandicoot work during
this visit. they were able to catch up with old friends and
come up to date with progress in bandicoot recoven
cfforts. Cathy worked with John Secback on finishing the
bibliography on publications about the bandicoot. Another
bandicoot friend. Rich Reading of NRCC . isstill in Mongohia
assisting locals on conservation projects there

The draft Action Statement and rccovery plan arc rcar
finalisation and will be finished soon The recovery (cam
plans to hold the regular annual review early in 1995, Rob
Humphries (Ballarat CNR) will take overas Convenor of the

Ficld Management Working Groupearly in 1995
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