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Welcome to Newsletter No. 8 of the Eastern Barred
Bandicoot Recovery Program.

This year we have been extremely saddened by the
loss of our friend and fellow bandicoot worker, Wayne
Drew, who passed away in February. Wayne was the
‘Bandicoot Ranger’ for Woodlands Historic Park. He
loved the ‘bandicoot part’ of his job and was always a
pleasure to work with. Ve will miss his softly-spoken
way of doing things. Wayne’s interest in the bandicoots
and in his own Aboriginal Culture have been honoured
in the naming of this newsletter and we dedicate this
issue to him. "Warren' is the Kirrae Whurrong word
for the Eastern Barred Bandicoot. The Kirrae
Whurrong are a people of the Western District.

Woodlands Historic Park has been the focus of much
bandicoot activity this year. With the help of the
Endangered Species Program funding from
Environment Australia we have completed a field
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assessment of the effectiveness of predator control
and the survival of released captive-bred bandicoots
at Woodlands. The project was carried out on behalf
of the Recovery Team by the Arthur Rylah Institute,
led by Alan Robley and assisted by Wayne's
replacement, Katrina Lovett and a number of
Zoological Parks and Gardens Board and the
Department of Natural Resources and Environment
staff. Ten bandicoots were released during the course
of this project and eight of the ten animals released
have been re-encountered.

EBB populations at our other reintroduction sites have
mostly fared well this year. With some good rainfall in
spring last year followed by even better rainfall
commencing in autumn this year, most populations
have shown signs of a strong recovery from the drought
of the last four years. In the last 12 months, 18
‘cleanskins’ (previously untrapped bandicoots) were
trapped at Hamilton Community Parklands and 19 at
Mooramong. This indicates that these populations,
although small, were strong enough to respond rapidly
to the improved conditions. It undoubtedly also
demonstrates that predator control continues
to be effective at these sites.

Apart from the Woodlands predator control
and survival project, the recovery team has
been kept busy ovet the past six months with
requests from private interests in obtaining
EBBs for breeding and display, both locally
and overseas. With our limited financial
resources, future efforts towards recovery of
this species may depend upon the support
that such interests may provide.

With only one year left in the life of our current
Recovery Plan we need to start thinking about
our directions for future recovery planning.
Consolidation of field sites and further
research aimed at determining key specific
requirements for successful population
establishment should be a high priority. We
also need to establish and apply success/
failure criteria to ensure effective, efficient and
responsive management of the program.
Mandy Watson

Program Convenor
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