











The protocol for data collection is described in Department of Sustainability and
Environment’s Biodiversity Precinct Planning Kit (Department of Sustainability

and Environment 2009). It requires adherence to Department of Sustainability and
Environment’s Vegetation Quality Assessment Manual (Department of Sustainability
and Environment 2006) for the collection of native vegetation data and meets the
standard of data required for a native vegetation precinct plan in clause 52.16 of all
planning schemes. It also includes survey protocols for nationally and state threatened

species that may occur within the proposed precinct.
WITHIN INVESTIGATION AREAS

Given the obvious importance of native grassland within the Melbourne West
Investigation Area and areas further west that have been identified as potential new
grassland reserves, considerable effort was applied to collecting data in these areas that

would inform the proposed Program.

As the first step, Department of Sustainability and Environment’s state-wide maps
modelled native vegetation extent and condition and provided an indication of likely
occurrences of native grassland. Figures 2 and 3 are examples of these maps, which are
derived from remote sensing and environmental variables and informed by data points
from the field. Examination of modelled mapping was followed by detailed property
scale assessment and mapping within the study area and within areas identified as

potential grassland reserves west of Melbourne (Section 6.8.1).

This assessment (summarised in Biosis (2009)) followed the Department of
Sustainability and Environment’s standard methodology for native vegetation
assessment (Department of Sustainability and Environment 2006) and included targeted
assessments or surveys for some threatened species. Approximately 12,000ha in the

west were assessed in this way.

Where detailed property assessment was not possible, such as where Department
of Sustainability and Environment modelling indicated that native grassland may
be present but permission to access property was not granted, other methods of
data collection were utilised to confirm the presence of native grassland, or if native

grassland was not present to correct the modelled map accordingly.
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