Melburnians at a glance

Who makes up Melbourne? 3 2001 at a glance

At the 2001 Census, Melbourne was home to around 3.3 million people. In that year, the most common age group Melbourne Statistical Division, 2001

was 30-34 years, a result of the national birth rate peaking in 1970 and then declining. The recent rise in fertility is

a reflection of the dominance of this age group. One parent families Sy famities

Couples with children were the most common family type, making up 50% of families. Couples without children
were the second most common at 33%, followed by one-parent families, comprising 15% of Melbourne families.

Couples with children
440,000

The majority of Melbourne's population was born in Australia [2.2 million or 70%)]. The next most common
birthplace was southern and eastern Europe [9%). Languages other than English were spoken at home by over Couples without children
900,000 (27%) of Melburnians. 290,000

The most common religious affiliation reported at the 2001 Census was Christianity, and the next largest group
was those with no religion. Spatial and time series analysis of these characteristics make up the rest of this

chapter. Family type (families)*
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Birthplace (persons)

North-West Europe

South-Edst Asia No religion 633,906 Christianity 2,325,056
Judaism 41,878
Southern and Central Asia Islam 97,276
Hinduism 25,866

North-East Asia

Oceania and Antarctica (excluding Austrglia)

Religious affiliation
(persons)

North Africla and the Middlg East

. Language other
Sub-Saharan Africa than English

900,000

English only

Americas
2,400,000
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2.2 Sources: 1,2, 3 ABS, Census of Population and Housing, 2001. *Family type excludes group and single person households. See page 2.6 for information on these households.




