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The FEastern Barred Bandicoot recovery program
continues to go from strength to strength. With a total
population of bandicoots at Gellibrand Hill Park perhaps
500 or more amimals, by December 1993 there were at
least 700 bandicoots in all of the captive facilitics and
field sites. One major challenge for program participants
is simply staying on top of the rapid rate of change of the
rccovery program

The recovery program is still experiencing staff changes,
with Graecme Bowley leaving Gillibrand Hill Park for
Benalla, and being replaced by Genevieve Gleeson.
Janine McKay, formerly the bandicoot project ranger at
GHP, is leaving Victoria for the sunny climes of Cairns
and a job on the Great Barrier Reef! Pam Thomas (Friends
of the Eastern Barred Bandicoot) resigned from the
recovery tcam (formerly the Convenors Group), and has

been replaced by Allan Jamieson representing the -

“Friends” group. Allan and his wife Jane are recent
arrivals in Hamilton and, as keen naturalists, joined the
Friends groupand have already participated in monitoring
at the parklands. Pam, Janine and Graeme have made
valuable contributions to bandicoot conservation over the
years and their contributions will be greatly missed

Gary Slater and Gary Backhouse visited South Australia
for discussions with their National Parks and Wildlife
Service on captive breeding of bandicoots at the Monarto
facility. Captive breeding is progressing well at Monarto,
and NPWS were able to offer us more space for breeding
bandicoots. The two Gary's were also able to brief
South Australian scientists on progress of the recovery
program, especially the outcome of the reintroduction
cfforts at Mooramong,

Dr Richard Reading (Northern rockics Conservation Co-
operative and the Yale University School of Forestry and
Environmental  Studics) wisited during January, and
worked on a number of bandicoot projects during his
stay. Rich gained his PhD working on the cnitically
endangered Black-footed Ferret in  the US, which
actually became extinct in the wild, and very close to
extinction in captivity. From ferrets to bandicoots to yaks,
Rich is now working for the United Nations on a
biodiversity conservation program in Mongolia! He can
be contacted C/O Keldjansaa, PO Box 49/207, Ulaan
Baatar, MONGOLIA, and has requested letters and
supplies of Cadbury chocolate from his Australian
[riends to keep him going while he is there. Tim Clark,
also from NRCC and Yale, and well known to many
bandicoot workers, is planning to visit Australia around
November this year, and will no doubt include bandicoots
on his itinerary
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Plans 1o release bandicoots at another reintroduction site
have been progressing, but were recently held up due to
some unforseen circumstances. A start was hoped 1o be
madc this autumn, but it now looks like spring will be the
carliest for another release. Staff from CNR Colac office
also inspected possible reintroduction sites, and have
prepared a list of these that may be suitable.

The recovery progrm annual review was held during
February, and included participants from CNR
Warrnambool, Hamilton, Ballarat and Melbourne, as
well  as Healesville Sanctuary, Melbourne Zoo and
Werribee Zoo. Robert Begg from the Wildlhife
Management Section chaired the mecting and Rich
Reading provided an analysis and summary. Major
issues included the rapid rate of change of the recovery
program, and the need for timely, flexible and adaptive
management. With the large number of bandicoots we
now have, a ‘window of opportunity’ exists, with
numbers of bandicoots the highest for perhaps ten years
or more. Future directions include defining the window
of opportunity and addressing how best to take
advantage of it; undertaking a new reintroduction, with
appropriate social surveys and community information
and involvement; using translocations of wild animals
for reintroductions; shifting to extensive management of
captive bandicoots; managing all populations as a
metapopulation, with regular interchange of animals
amongst all field and captive populations; and
maintaining and improving predator control at all sites.

Gary Backhouse & Gary Slater
FRIENDS GROUP

The Friends of the Eastern Barred Bandicoot have been
very active during the year, in Hamilton. Members
participated in the monitoring of the EBB at Hamilton
Community Parklands and fox control around the
parklands and the Chatsworth Road area. In March an
excursion to Mooramong, gave “Friends" from Hamilton
an insight into the work involved in bandicoot
reintroductions. Other activities that have contributed to
spreading the word about bandicoots have involved
assisting school students from around the state to
complete projects and assisting teachers in . lesson
preparations on  the species Guided walks have also
occured in the parklands to view bandicoots at different
times during the year. As part of World Environment
Day celebrations a very successful working hee was held
to do maintenance on the Hamilton Community
Parklands fence.

NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME
contact: Bob Korlowski (055) 734-574
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