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PART 1: Regional Atlas Overview

| The regional atlas project 2002-2005

| Regional Matters 2005 – selected statewide highlights: 

| community wellbeing | industry and skills | land and people

PART 2: What the Atlas reveals about Ballarat and t he Grampians region

| Selected highlights for the region

| population change | ageing | peri-urban development | volunteering

Outline of the presentation



The Regional Atlas Project
2002 to 2005

The Regional Atlas Project
2002 to 2005
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Background to Regional Matters

| Whole of Government

| Released September 2002

| Issues-led rather than data-led

| “what needs to be known rather than what is easy to map”

| Making connections between disparate information

| Seven themes in 2002 edition

| Population 

| Jobs and Industry 

| Housing 

| Road and Rail Transport 

| Health Services 

| Education 

| Water Resources
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Example: the footy map



Since 2002

| Distribution and Promotion

| Exploration 

| journal articles

| input to natural resource management

| Awards

| More than 30 presentations 

| Evaluation

| Post project review

| Survey 2004

| Extension

| Melbourne Atlas

| Regional Matters 2005



Regional Matters 2005

| Same principles and WOVG approach

| Developing the linkages

| Allowing flexible navigation of the document

| Moving beyond portfolio themes

| Changing Populations

| Community Wellbeing

| Servicing Communities

| Industry and Skills

| Land and People

| Water in a Dry Land

| Coastal Development

| Energy Choices

Photo courtesy Dairy Australia



Navigating Regional Matters 2005

| Portfolio index

| Health, Transport, Education, etc

| Integration diagrams 

| at start of each chapter

| Link boxes throughout 

| direct readers to related information
in other chapters

| Fully referenced



Outline of the presentation

Selected Highlights from Regional Matters 2005
| community wellbeing | industry and skills | land and people



Community wellbeing

| In this edition of the Atlas 
we have been able to 
gather a range of data on 
community wellbeing

| The Department for 
Victorian Communities 
has developed a set of 
indicators which measure 
wellbeing

| These give us a valuable 
insight into positive 
aspects of community life 
such as participation and 
social capital

| Many such indicators 
show regional areas in a 
very positive light 
compared to metropolitan 
areas



Community wellbeing

| While regional areas present positive 
results on measures of wellbeing they can 
also present a paradox

| Positive attitudes and strong social capital 
can exist alongside social or economic 
disadvantage

| Mental health is an example

| Despite rates of depression being very 
similar between city and country, rates of 
young male suicide are much higher

| The plains region to the west of Ballarat 
and east of Horsham is emerging as an 
area of concern across a number of socio-
economic indicators



Finding a partner

| In some parts of Victoria young 
men outnumber young women

| This has implications for 
partnering, social wellbeing and 
community regeneration



Industry and skills

| Regional Victorian economies have 
been diversifying since the mid 
1990s

| Such diversification can make local 
economies more resilient to 
structural change or market 
fluctuations

| However a diversified economy 
needs a diverse range of skills



Seeking skills

| xxxx | Attracting skilled labour to regional areas 
has become a challenge

| Ageing of the workforce and subsequent 
increase in retirements also heightens 
competition for skilled labour 



Industry and skills

| Consideration of a move to regional 
Victoria is partly influenced by age

| Middle aged adults appear to be 
more likely to move to a regional 
area than young adults

| Melbourne-based respondents were 
more likely to consider moving to 
areas relatively close to Melbourne

| For those considering a regional 
move, important factors in making 
the decision included:
service availability; safety; lifestyle; 
natural beauty and cost of housing



Land and people

| Victoria has an historical legacy of land 
clearing for agricultural production and 
settlement

| This has brought economic benefits but 
now also costs of environmental 
remediation

| The costs and benefits are not evenly 
spread across time or space – a challenge 
for policy makers



Ecosystem services

| Ecosystem services are 
provided to our community by 
natural environments 

| For example, vegetated areas 
provide natural water filtration 
and maintain soil health

| In the absence of such natural 
services, remediation costs may 
be high

| Ecosystem services can also be less tangible, for example 
the mental and spiritual wellbeing which can be 
experienced through contact with natural environments

| While we often think of services in terms of people and 
infrastructure, natural environments have an important 
‘service’ role in ensuring community health and wellbeing
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Selected Highlights for Ballarat and the 
Grampians
| population change | ageing | peri-urban development | volunteering



Changing populations

| The City of Ballarat and its surrounding 
towns saw high levels of population growth 
in the 1990s 

| Regional service centres like Horsham 
also experienced population growth

| Most towns in rural areas experienced a 
continuation of population decline

| The region stretching from Bacchus Marsh 
to the Wimmera is one of contrasts in 
terms of population change

| Areas within range of Melbourne are 
subject to very different population 
dynamics than those in rural areas to the 
west of Ballarat



Future growth

| Population projections are based on past 
trends and take into account key 
characteristics of the population such as age 
structure and fertility rates

| They are not predictions, but they do 
highlight important aspects of population 
change that are determined by the structure 
of the population

| Projected future growth is focused around 
Ballarat and the Grampians

| Peri-urban and ‘tree-change’ lifestyles are 
an attractor of growth

| Flat landscapes are an acquired taste. 
Locals may love it but many city dwellers 
have a less positive view according to the 
RDV survey mentioned earlier



Our ageing population

| The trend of ageing is apparent in western Victoria

| But this region is certainly not alone in having an older 
age profile



Our ageing population 

| The challenge of service delivery to such 
populations will vary depending on 
geography, settlement density, transport 
and access

| Access to private transport will have a 
significant influence on the ability of older 
individuals to maintain social activities and 
networks and to gain access to services



Peri-urban development

| Peri-urban development can be measured 
in several ways

| Regardless of how it is defined, areas on 
the metropolitan side of Ballarat and 
Bendigo are included

| In such regions, traditional notions of ‘rural’
and ‘urban’ communities do not apply

| Many urban workers live in rural 
landscapes and a growing number of 
farmers live in towns



Volunteering

| Levels of volunteering 
are higher in regional 
areas than in 
metropolitan Melbourne

| An older age structure 
may indicate a large 
pool of potential 
volunteers (active 
retirees)

| However for some 
volunteer activities an 
ageing population may 
represent greater 
challenges



Emergency service volunteers

| In areas which have experienced several 
decades of population decline and out-
movement of young people, the volunteer base 
become difficult to maintain

| Emergency service 
delivery is reliant upon 
volunteer involvement

| In peri-urban areas 
changing rural 
communities can mean 
that new recruitment 
strategies are needed



Volunteers and the environment

| Programs such as Landcare or Waterwatch
involve the contribution of volunteers, as does 
the management of many Crown Land reserves

| Maintaining volunteer land remediation 
activities in regions of population decline can be 
difficult

| Environmental policy implementation is 
another area in which volunteers play an 
important role

| An estimated 163,300 Victorians 
belonged to an environmental group in 
2001



Summary

| Challenges associated with servicing an 
ageing and dispersed population are 
evident to the west of Ballarat

| However to the east, peri-urban 
development and population growth is 
creating new types of rural communities

| Economic success has created new 
demands for skills across the region

| Attracting those skills to regional areas 
requires a better understanding of people’s 
migration decisions

| Community wellbeing needs to be 
considered in terms of social and 
environmental health as well as economic 
success

| The Regional Atlas aims to highlight 
linkages between these factors so that we 
can develop a more integrated 
understanding of regional needs
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Also available online at: www.dse.vic.gov.au/regionalmatters
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