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Background to Regional Matters

Whole-of-Government

Issues-led rather than data-led

“what needs to be known rather than what is easy to map”

Seven themes in 2002 edition
Population
Jobs and Industry
Housing
Road and Rail Transport
Health Services
Education
Water Resources

The importance of linkages




Example: environment and population

Streamflow during severe drought (1968), and
Areas of population growth, regional Victoria 1991 to 2000

Average annual

population growth
Stream still flowing by SLA, 1961-2000
"{ during 1968 drought
| (| stream not flowing . 2,000

during 1968 drol t
s e . 2,500

Regional Matters 2002




Example: the footy map

Localities which lost or amalgamated their football clubs between 1981 and 2001

@ Football club disbanded or in recess
=" Football clubs amalgamated

* Miners-Caledonian = Ararat United Source: Regional Matters 2002
St Marys-Prestige-Trinity = Ararat Eagles




Regional Matters 2005

Same principles and whole-of-
government approach

Developing the linkages

Moving beyond portfolio themes
Changing Populations
Community Wellbeing
Servicing Communities
Industry and Skills
Land and People
Water in a Dry Land
Coastal Development
Energy Choices




Navigating Regional Matters 2005

Portfolio index
Health, Transport, Education, etc

Integration diagrams
at start of each chapter

Link boxes throughout

direct readers to related information
in other chapters

Fully referenced




Selected highlights from Regional Matters

| Industry & Skills

| Changing Populations
| Community Wellbeing
| Land & People

| Volunteers

Outline of the presentation



Industry and skills

Change in level of economic diversity
Statistical Local Areas, 1796 to 2001

Bl 3.0to12.0

Bl 1.0t0 2.9

Bl 0.0t 09
Reduction in
Diversity Index

Source: BTRE 2003, Focus on Regions No.1: Industry Structure

Change in Diversity Index

Employment by industry
Regional Victoria 2001

Agric. Forestry & Fishing 60,310

Mining 12,101
Manufacturing
Electricity Gas & Water - 6,079
Construction

Wholesale Trade
Retail Trade
Accom. Cafes & Restaurants
Transport & Storage
Communication Services - 6,840
Finance & Insurance [l 10,723
Property & Business Services
Govt Admin. & Defence
Education 40 529
Health & Community Services 58,204
Cultural & Recreation Services [l 10,574
Personal & Other Services
0 2 4 [ 8 10 12 14 16
% of total employed

Source: ABS Census 2001




Measuring skills shortages




Seeking skills in a competitive market




Attracting skills
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Population change



Population change




The changing character of rural communities

Htih-




Residential development




Coastal development
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Community Wellbeing
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Community Wellbeing



Community wellbeing




Mental Health




Finding a partner

Photo courtesy Dairy Australia
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Land and People



Land and people




Ecosystem services
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Volunteers






Emergency Services




Volunteers and the environment
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Regional Presentations



Location of regional presentations




Gippsland — Traralgon

58 attendees

Presentation focus:
Coastal Development
Energy choices

Points of discussion:
Impacts of climate change
Impacts of petrol price change

Would like more information on:
Regional business activity
Movement of money in/out of region
Arts activities / community halls
How to use statistics




Grampians — Ballarat

109 attendees

Presentation focus:
Population ageing
Volunteering
Peri-urban development

Points of discussion:
Community wellbeing approach
Atlas a winner with DHS & Police
Would like more information on:

Employment & housing
Issues for the disabled




Barwon South West — Warrnambool

104 attendees

Presentation focus:
Population change
Volunteering
Coastal development

Points of discussion:
Change, often rapid and unexpected
How to plan in situations of uncertainty
Planning for small declining towns
Cross-border issues & information

Would like more information on:
Scenarios, projections, forecasts
Population growth & water supply




92 attendees

Presentation focus:
population ageing
peri-urban & rural lifestyle development
volunteering

Points of discussion:
Cross-border issues & information
Developing a Hume regional atlas

Would like more information on:
Getting hold of the data




Loddon Mallee — Swan Hill

69 attendees

Presentation focus:
Skills shortages
Water
Population change and volunteers

Points of discussion:
A region of extremes
Impacts of change
Depression & suicide

Would like more information on:
Culture and the arts
Economic growth trends / forecasts







Promotion and distribution
Ongoing topics

Facilitation

Regional application of model
Research

Evaluation
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