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Changing characteristics

Population numbers do not always reveal the internal character of a population 
nor its change over time. As well as change in size and age structure, there may 
be changes in education, income or employment characteristics. These changes 
have demographic, economic and social dimensions, so it can be difficult to 
ascertain why and how a population is changing. Importantly, a population 
may show little numerical change while still undergoing important structural 
and compositional change. Dunkeld in western Victoria is a good example of 
this, having experienced almost no numerical change in the past 20 years but 
undergoing substantial demographic and economic change.

Change in rural populations

Data on employment by industry sector indicate that rural areas have 
experienced an increase in residents working in service industries and 
manufacturing, the majority of which are located in urban areas. At the same 
time large towns have shown an increase in residents employed in agriculture. 
Such changes suggest that the rural-urban distinctions of the past may no 
longer hold as strongly. Many urban residents have moved to rural areas for 
lifestyle reasons. In some cases these people may be living in a rural area 
while commuting to nearby towns or cities. In other cases people may have a 
hobby farm or weekend residence which is occupied for part of the year. At the 
same time, many farmers have changed their location or their employment 
characteristics. Off-farm income has become more important and some 
farmers have moved into towns where they and their families can access 
services and additional income sources more easily. In effect, they have become 
commuters – living in a town or regional city but travelling to their properties. 

Dunkeld population case study1

*Tourism-related services includes the categories: accommodation, cafes, restaurants, 
cultural, recreational, personal and other services.
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