
Adding value to primary resources

The primary industries of agriculture, forestry, fishing and mining provided a 
total value of production of $8.6 billion in 2003-04, representing 5% of the total 
value of the Victorian economy1. While many primary commodities are exported 
directly, the process of value-adding through processing and manufacturing 
also contributes to valuable export production.
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Key employment sectors

Service sectors account for a large proportion of regional employment, mainly 
through retail trade. Manufacturing and agriculture each employ over 60,000 
people while health, community services and construction are also significant 
sectors of employment. 
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The food industry

Linkages between primary, secondary and service sectors is particularly evident 
in food processing where many agricultural commodities form the basis, not 
only of local processing plants, but also local tourism opportunities such as 
gourmet trails and regional food, wine and craft festivals.

Food manufacturing plays an important role in many regional economies across 
Victoria through employment, investment and export activities. While food 
processing operations are scattered across the state there are some strong 
concentrations of food processors such as those in the state’s north, central, 
West Gippsland and south-west regions. 
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