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What’s new online
www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/research/urbanandregional
Victoria In Future 2008 LGA Projections data are now available online for download from the Victoria 
in Future website. Total populations, in five-year intervals (Census years), are now available for local 
government areas in regional Victoria.

The Urban Development Program Annual Report 2008 has recently been released and is available for 
download.

Settlement vulnerability assessment
The Sustainability Analysis team works toward integrating different areas of knowledge to contribute to an 
understanding of liveability and sustainability and hence shaping effective policy. The challenges of such an 
approach are represented diagrammatically in work done in 2008 by contractor Tina Gallico on measuring 
vulnerability of settlements.

Tina’s background paper, Settlement vulnerability assessment: Methods, measures and current scope of 
measuring the vulnerability of Victorian communities, will soon be available on the website. 

The Sustainability Analysis team are currently working on several aspects defined in the settlement system 
diagram, particularly on measures of water, land and energy consumption as well as on the role of urban 
ecology. The team has also joined with CSIRO and the University of Melbourne to do some preliminary work 
on issues of food security.

The team participated with the University 
of Melbourne in an ARC Linkage 
grant which has recently produced a 
most interesting report of its research. 
Transnational and Temporary: student, 
community and place-making in central 
Melbourne was a collaborative project 
with State Government and the City 
of Melbourne, involving University 
researchers from Geography, Urban 
Design, Architecture and Urban Planning. 
This multidisciplinary approach tackled 
the question of how fostering community 
can be achieved among transnational and 
temporary students living in the northern 
fringe of central Melbourne, and arrived at 
a range of recommendations for place-
makers (social and physical), student 
housing providers and the Universities 
themselves. The full report and 
summary are downloadable from www.
transnationalandtemporary.com.au.

For further information, please contact  
christine.kilmartin@dpcd.vic.gov.au 

Settlement vulnerability assessment
Methods, measures and current scope for monitoring the 

vulnerability of Victorian communities

Defining settlement systems and vulnerability

Vulnerable settlement systems are exposed to risk and sensitive to 
change. Low coping thresholds provide that components become 

stressed or can not function in the event of change.

• Energy
• Water
• Food
• Land
• Materials
• Biodiversity

• Population
• Governance
• Technology
• Knowledge

• Infrastructure
• Built environment
• Business & industry

• Economic prosperity
• Health & wellbeing
• Livability
• Culture & heritage

• Inequality
• Waste
• Pollution & emissions
• Unsustainable development 
 & resource use

Climate change

Input (positive)
Output (negative)


