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The symbolic importance of population





Using population data

• Estimated Resident Population (ERP)

• Annual estimates

• Utilises census and non-census data sources (births, deaths, migration, 
medicare records)

• Produced as preliminary, revised and final figures

• Revisions in light of census and migration data

• Usual residence

• Census counts with overseas visitors excluded and domestic visitors 
coded back to their place of usual residence 

• Place of enumeration

• Where people were counted on census night

• Be careful when dealing with time series data so types of counts
are not mixed

• Alternate populations



Three types of population statistics

231,524

228,400

2001

0.7%239,599Census – usual 
resident population

0.5%234,285Census –
enumerated 
population

Average annual 
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Population change in the Gippsland region, 1996-2001-2006

Source: ABS ERP data 

1.31%1.05%323,584244,5715,128,3104,804,7264,560,155Victoria

0.75%0.87%50,80956,3711,383,3281,332,5191,276,148Regional Victoria

0.66%0.55%7,9776,478247710239,733233,255
GIPPSLAND 
REGION

0.06%-0.04%129-8341,59141,46241,545Wellington

0.39%0.52%51667126,67526,15925,488South Gippsland

0.40%-0.13%1,432-47272,07570,64371,115Latrobe

0.96%0.18%1,92234541,36139,43939,094East Gippsland

1.12%1.09%2,0851,92938,48436,39934,470Baw Baw

1.44%3.54%1,8934,08827,52425,63121,543Bass Coast

2001-20061996-20012001-20061996-2001200620011996

Average Annual ChangeAbsolute ChangePopulationLocal Government Area



Different age profiles



An older age profile



Common to the entire region

Proportion of Population aged more than 60 in 2006

Department of Planning and Community Development. Census 2006 Analysis. 
For further information contact the Spatial Analysis & Research Branch 
Tel: 9637 9441   Email: spatialanalysis.research@dpcd.vic.gov.au
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Average Annual Population  Growth      .

More than 2 .0%

1.0% to  2. 0%
0.0% to  1. 0%

Popul ation Decline

Avera ge Annual Population  Grow th      .

More t han 2. 0%

1. 0% to 2.0%

0. 0% to 1.0%
Popula tion  Decline

Average annual growth rates of Local Government Areas

2001-2006
1996-2001



Changes in population of towns



Changes in population of Gippsland towns



Towns in the Gippsland Region

• Largest towns 2006

• Traralgon 21,459
• Moe 15,155

• Morwell 13,203

• Sale 13,081
• Warragul 11,343

• Bairnsdale 11,025

• Smallest towns 2006

• Tarwin Lower 101
• Port Franklin 112

• Buchan 118

• Noojee 121
• Nowa Nowa 137

Source: Towns in Time 2006



Areas with fastest population growth - Gippsland



Areas with fastest population growth - Victoria



Annual population growth, Victoria, 1836-2006

2006
+76,977

1945
+17,153

1888
+53,601

1852
+70,832

1960
+76,861



Components of population change, Victoria, 1972 to 2006



The sources of recent Victorian population growth: population 
growth in Victoria, 1971 to 2006

Natural 
Increase

+1,085,000

Overseas
Migration

+815,000

Interstate 
Migration

-312,000

Population growth
+1,430,000

2,178,000 births 
1,094,000 deaths



Historical population growth

Melbourne and regional Victoria’s estimated population, 1841 to 2006



Population growth – Melbourne and Regional Victoria



Population growth in regional Victoria

Most growth occurs within 150km of Melbourne
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1996-2001
2001-2006

The increasing concentration of population growth in Victoria

LGAs with population growing faster than the state average

Source: ABS ERP data 



Population growth skewed towards the urban centres

Source: ABS, Regional Population Growth, cat. no. 3218.0



Population growth of States and Territories, 1996-01 & 2001-06

2001-2006
1996-2001



Annual population growth, Australia, 1789 to 2006

No. Persons
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1789 2006

1841
+30,560

1855
+98,343

1883
+117,654 1942

+57,498

1950
+261,911

1988
+292,441

2006*
+304,005

1919
+222,662

Notes:
New method for estimating Net Overseas Migration introduced in June 2006

Population based on December population estimates



Population growth of Australia – natural increase and overseas 
migration



Changes in net overseas migration, 00/01 to 07/08
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185,00 -195,000*2007/08

177,6172006/07

146,7532005/06

123,7632004/05

99,9662003/04

116,4982002/03

110,5562001/02

135,6732000/01

Net Overseas MigrationYear



When unemployment is low, overseas migration is high (and 
vice versa)



Settler arrivals by eligibility category, 
Australia, 1985 – 2006
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But just what is the population?



Examples of different populations:

Each has different characteristics, geographies and impacts

• Working populations

• Seasonal and itinerant workers

• Roaming skilled workers

• Construction crews

• Weekend populations

• Holidaymakers / tourists

• Daytrippers

• Festivals and other events

• Others



Non-resident populations



Peak population estimates 2006
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Mansfield study

• 50% of Mansfield’s ratepayers are non-resident

• Key findings:

• High frequency short duration visits - a lot of travel is happening
• Non-residents express concern over roads and 

telecommunications 
• A third planned to move to Mansfield permanently, many 

continuing to work
• Community involvement limited but important support provided 

during summer fires
• Transferability of results

• Adds to our knowledge of population mobility
• Provides insights into tree change phenomenon
• Improves our understanding of peri-urban / rural residential 

communities
• Holiday home owners – relevant to coastal areas



Coastal population fluctuations study

• Commissioned by DSE January 2007

• Undertaken by SGS Consultants

• Specialist analysis of tourism data undertaken by Urban Enterprise

• 2 key objectives

• Estimate population numbers across 12 month period
• Assess impacts of population fluctuations on 2 case study locations

• Already receiving broad interest from:

• Coastal Boards / Victorian Coastal Council
• Local and State government
• Academic community – 3 papers currently in process utilising Mansfield and 

coastal studies



Summary of population fluctuations



The current status of research on mobile / service populations

• There is no such thing as a population. Populations, their demands 
and their impacts, vary over time

• Different places will have different annual population profiles: ”seen 
on town ……. seen one town”

• There is no silver bullet methodology to estimate the impacts of
service populations on coasts

• Ongoing research will develop better tools for planning and 
managing populations and foster policy development



Towns in Time 2001 – small towns revisited

• The popular view that small towns are in crisis is incorrect

• Population change is only a small part of the story

• They are resilient with a strong sense of community and volunteering

• Volunteers often need professional advice and help

• Towns are not sleepy or static places - they are dynamic and have 
considerable population churn

• Towns can change radically in a short period of time

• Good main streets, infrastructure and local services are all important to a 
town’s morale and viability

• More centralised government and business are a challenge when engaging 
town communities



Households – the way we organise ourselves into living units



Households and dwellings are growing faster than population



More dwellings, but smaller households

Source:  DPCD, Towns in Time (forthcoming)



Vacant dwellings



Changing household formation and composition

Couple with 
2 children 
household

1 dwelling –
4 people

Couple with 
no children 
household

Couple with 
1 child 

household

Group
household

Moving out
of home

Birth of child

3 dwellings –
6+ people

Lone person 
household

Single
parent 

household

Couple with 
no children 
household

Lone person 
household

Death of
partner

Separation/
Divorce

4 dwelling –
6 people

Couple with 
1 child 

household

Couple with 
no children 
household

Partnering/
getting married

2 dwellings –
5 people

Moving out
of home



Projected changes to household types, Victoria, 2006-2036
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Updating the Victoria in Future population projections
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Differences between VIF2004 and ERP 2006 (revised)

12,619

1,395,947

1,383,328

-63,719

3,681,263

3,744,982

-51,101

5,077,209

5,128,310

2006

12,6190VIF2004 vs ERP

62,8461,333,101VIF2004

50,2271,333,101ERPRegional Victoria

-63,7190VIF2004 vs ERP

209,6383,471,625VIF2004

273.3573,471,625ERPMelbourne SD

-51,1010VIF2004 vs ERP

272,4834,804,726VIF2004

323,5844,804,726ERPVictoria

Change 
2001-2006

2001



The intended program for revision of VIF population projections
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to provide input please refer to the feedback form



The difference mix of growth: population growth in Victoria, 
2006 to 2036

Population growth
+2,002,000

2,134,000 births 
1,277,000 deaths

Source: DPCD draft population projections Oct 2007  

Natural 
Increase

+857,000

Overseas
Migration

+1,262,000

Interstate 
Migration

-60,000



And Victoria is in a similar position: births, deaths and natural 
increase, Victoria 1971 to 2051 

Sources: VIF 2004; DPCD draft projections Oct 2007  



Victoria’s growth will slow over the next 30 years, if migration to 
Australia remains steady at 165,000 p.a.

Projected annual population growth rate (%), Victoria, 2006 to 2055
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But there are many unknowns…

• Levels of ongoing economic growth and their impacts

• Impacts of higher petrol prices

• Impacts of the current drought

• Impacts of long term climate change 

• Many other factors!



Future uncertainty: blunders of the past…

"I think there is a world market for maybe five computers"

Thomas Watson, chairman of IBM, 1943

"While theoretically and technically television may be feasible,
commercially and financially it is an impossibility" 

Lee DeForest, inventor 

"Who the hell wants to hear actors talk?" 

H. M. Warner, Warner Brothers, 1927

"We don't like their sound, and guitar music is on the way out" 

Decca Recording Co. rejecting the Beatles, 1962



Agenda for this Forum

9.30 Opening comments

9.40 Introduction

10.00 Population and household trends in the Gippsland region

10.40 Morning tea break

11.00 Social and economic characteristics of Gippsland

11.45 Conclusions – ongoing analysis and research

12.00 Questions and discussion

12.20 Closing comments

12.30 Lunch
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