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Victoria’s water resource

Surface and ground water resources

Of the 150 million Megalitres (MLJ* of rain or snow falling on Victoria each year,

84% evaporates, or is transpired by vegetation to the atmosphere. Around 15% is

discharged as surface runoff and streamflow, while the remaining 1% infiltrates
the soil to groundwater aquifers. Compared to other parts of the world,
Victoria's evaporation and transpiration losses are high - they are typically only
60% in Europe and North America.

* One ML is a million litres, or approximately one Olympic size swimming pool.!

Surface water resources and river basins?
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Groundwater salinity levels®

Salinity level* Water use suitability
B | cssthan 1,000  Potable, all stock, domestic, gardens & industry
High yield suitable for irrigation and lawn supply
1,000 to 3,000 All stock, salt tolerant plants. High yields suitable
for irrigation
3,000 to 7,000 Most stock except poultry
I 7,000 to 14,000 Beef cattle and dry sheep
More than 14,000

*mg/L TDS (milligrams per litre of total dissolved salts)
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Sources 'Victorian Resources Online www.dpi.vic.gov.au ?DSE 2005 Corporate Geographical Data Library *DSE 2005 State Water Report




