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Recent Achievements
The last six months has seen continuing success in
the Eastern Barred Bandicoot recovery program.
From a total of about 250 bandicoots at the end of
1992, the figure has steadily increased (o about 450
bandicoots at the end of June. The dark days in late
1991, when only about 1 10 bandicoots in total were
known to exist are fast receding.

Special thanks to the many volunteers from the
“Friends’ and other groups, and the hard-working
National Trust, Zoo Board and Department staff
whoare all contributing lo the remarkable success of

the recovery program. The support for the program -

from other organisations such as Ballarat University
College, the South Australian National Parks and
Wildlife Service, Kyabram Fauna Park, Ballarat
Wildlife and Reptile Park and:the Zoological Parks
Board of New South Wales has alsobeen instrumen
tal in this success.

Hamilton Community Parklands

Monitoring and Progress Report

A major monitoring program was held in the Ham-
ilton Community Parklands wildlife enclosure dur-
ing April of this year. A total of 66 bandicoots (26
females and 40 males) were captured during five
nights of trapping - 22 bandicoots (10 males and 12
females) were new animals not previously trapped
or marked. Ten females had 16 pouch young,

Population simulation modelling indicated a popu-
lation of about 80 bandicoots, similar to the figure
fromthe November 1992 monitoring. The apparent
plateau in the population in the enclosure may
indicate that it is approaching carrying capacity.
Reproduction was low, possibly reflecting the very
dry autumn. There still appears to be a male bias in
the population,, which may be real, or simply an
artefact of sampling a small population.

Twenty one people, including a large number of

Weighing Bandicoots for monitoring (photo by lan Smith).
volunteers from the Friends, other groups and indi-
viduals were involved in the monitoring. Peter
Goldstraw reports that there are numerous bandi-
coot diggings outside the enclosure near the HIRL
buildings. These are probably juvenile bandicoots
that have escaped by squeezing through the fence or
through mesh over culverts, and appear (0 have
established themselves in the long grass, shrubs and
perhaps gardens at HIRL.

GHP

Monitoring and Progress Report

Atthe April monitoring at GHP about 60 people were
involvedinthe Sdayexercise. It wascertainlyabaptism
of fire for the new bandicoot project ranger, Gracme
Bowley! Janine McKay was theretoshowGraeme ‘the
ropes’, and the logstics of organising 60 people in
makingbaits, setting and checking traps,andcollecting
andentering datawerehandled very professionally and
smoothly.

The monitoring was extremely successful, with a
total of 122 bandicoots (64 females and 58 males)
captured over the five nights. Seventy six bandi-
coots (42 females and 34 males) were new, un
marked animals. Thirty four females were carrying
a total of 57 pouch young. Population simulation
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