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The symbolic importance of population





Using population data

• Estimated Resident Population (ERP)

• Annual estimates

• Utilises census and non-census data sources (births, deaths, migration, 
medicare records)

• Produced as preliminary, revised and final figures

• Revisions in light of census and migration data

• Usual residence

• Census counts with overseas visitors excluded and domestic visitors 
coded back to their place of usual residence 

• Place of enumeration

• Where people were counted on census night

• Be careful when dealing with time series data so types of counts
are not mixed

• Alternate populations



Three types of population statistics – Barwon South West region
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Towns in the Barwon South West Region

Source: DPCD, Towns in Time (forthcoming)

136,478Geelong

154Simpson

134Cavendish

133Glenthompson

119Cressy

106Skenes Creek

Smallest towns

10,318Lara

10,553Colac

10,762Ocean Grove

28,007Warrnambool

Largest towns



Areas with fastest population growth, Barwon South West, 2001-06

Barwon South West towns and cities with the largest  population increases between 2001 and 2006*

Numerical Increase Percentage Increase

Town/City
Enumerated

population 2006
Additional population

2001-2006
Town/City

Enumerated
population 2006

Average annual
growth 2001-2006

Geelong 136,478 4,603 Moriac 574 3.6%

Warrnambool 28,007 2,125 Torquay 9,465 3.4%

Torquay 9,465 1,447 Leopold 7,938 3.1%

Leopold 7,938 1,126 Allansford 607 2.8%

Lara 10,318 1,112 Lara 10,318 2.3%

*towns with more than 500 persons

Source: DPCD, Towns in Time (forthcoming)



Areas with fastest population growth, Victoria, 2001-2006

Victorian towns and cities with the largest populat ion increases between 2001 and 2006*

Numerical Increase Percentage Increase

Town/City
Enumerated

population 2006
Additional population

2001-2006
Town/City

Enumerated
population 2006

Average annual
growth 2001-2006

Geelong 136,478 4,603 Bannockburn 2,427 9.7%

Bendigo 71,915 4,585 Yarra Glen 1,871 6.2%

Ballarat 70,318 3,636 Whittlesea 3,322 5.5%

Mildura 29,029 2,474 Wallan 5,322 5.5%

Warrnambool 28,007 2,125 Maiden Gully 1,742 5.3%

Traralgon 21,459 1,814 Blind Bight 1,272 4.9%

Torquay 9,465 1,447 Cobram 4,639 4.8%

Wallan 5,322 1,247 Kilmore 4,699 4.0%

Leopold 7,938 1,126 Yarrawonga 5,575 4.0%

Lara 10,318 1,112 Gisborne 6,288 3.5%

*towns which had populations of less than 1,000 in 2001 have been excluded from this list

Source: DPCD, Towns in Time (forthcoming)



Changes in population of towns, 2001-2006
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Population change in the Barwon South West region, 1996-
2001-2006

Source: ABS ERP data 
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0.06%-0.48%55-41617,18717,13217,548Southern Grampians

-0.78%-1.05%-126-1773,1503,2763,453Queenscliffe

0.30%-0.65%239-52516,00215,76316,288Moyne

1.15%1.14%11,45110,750205,929194,478183,728Greater Geelong

0.13%-0.44%133-45620,52520,39220,848Glenelg

-0.44%-0.29%-387-25417,17117,55817,812Corangamite

0.02%0.28%2529521,03021,00520,710Colac-Otway 

2001-20061996-20012001-20061996-2001200620011996

Av. Annual ChangeAv. Annual ChangeAv. Annual ChangeAv. Annual ChangeAbsolute ChangeAbsolute ChangeAbsolute ChangeAbsolute ChangePopulationPopulationPopulationPopulationLocal Government AreaLocal Government AreaLocal Government AreaLocal Government Area



Average Annual Population  Growth      .

More than 2 .0%

1.0% to  2. 0%
0.0% to  1. 0%

Popul ation Decline

Avera ge Annual Population  Grow th      .

More t han 2. 0%

1. 0% to 2.0%

0. 0% to 1.0%
Popula tion  Decline

Average annual growth of LGAs, 1996-2001 and 2001-2006

2001-20061996-2001



Population change of LGAs, 1996-2001 and 2001-2006

1996 to 2001 2001 to 2006Popula tion Change
(No. ofP ersons)
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Population changes in regional Victoria, 1951-2001

1991 to 2001



Population growth in regional Victoria

Most growth occurs within 150km of Melbourne
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2001-2006

The increasing concentration of population growth in Victoria

LGAs with population growing faster than the state average

Source: ABS ERP data 



Population growth – Melbourne and Regional Victoria



Historical population growth

Melbourne and regional Victoria’s estimated population, 1841 to 2006



Annual population growth, Victoria, 1836-2006
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1945
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1888
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+70,832
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+76,861



Components of population change, Victoria, 1972 to 2006
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The sources of recent Victorian population growth: population 
growth in Victoria, 1971 to 2006

Natural 
Increase

+1,085,000

Overseas
Migration

+815,000

Interstate 
Migration

-312,000

Population growth
+1,430,000

2,178,000 births 
1,094,000 deaths



Population growth of States and Territories, 1996-01 & 2001-06

2001-2006
1996-2001



Annual population growth, Australia, 1789 to 2006

No. Persons

-60,000

0

60,000

120,000

180,000

240,000

300,000

1789 2006

1841
+30,560

1855
+98,343

1883
+117,654 1942

+57,498

1950
+261,911

1988
+292,441

2006*
+304,005

1919
+222,662

Notes:
New method for estimating Net Overseas Migration introduced in June 2006

Population based on December population estimates



Population growth of Australia – natural increase and overseas 
migration



Changes in net overseas migration, 00/01 to 07/08
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185,000 -195,000*2007/08

177,6172006/07

146,7532005/06

123,7632004/05

99,9662003/04

116,4982002/03

110,5562001/02

135,6732000/01

Net Overseas MigrationYear



When unemployment is low, overseas migration is high (and 
vice versa)



Settler arrivals by eligibility category, 
Australia, 1985 – 2006
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But just what is the population?



Examples of different populations:

Each has different characteristics, geographies and impacts

• Working populations

• Seasonal and itinerant workers

• Roaming skilled workers

• Construction crews

• Weekend populations

• Holidaymakers / tourists

• Daytrippers

• Festivals and other events

• Others



Working populations – seasonal labour



Non-resident populations



Peak population estimates 2006
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Mansfield study

• 50% of Mansfield’s ratepayers are non-resident

• Key findings:

• High frequency short duration visits - a lot of travel is happening
• Non-residents express concern over roads and 

telecommunications 
• A third planned to move to Mansfield permanently, many 

continuing to work
• Community involvement limited but important support provided 

during summer fires
• Transferability of results

• Adds to our knowledge of population mobility
• Provides insights into tree change phenomenon
• Improves our understanding of peri-urban / rural residential 

communities
• Holiday home owners – relevant to coastal areas


