
But just what is the population?



Examples of different populations:

Each has different characteristics, geographies and impacts

• Working populations

• Seasonal and itinerant workers

• Roaming skilled workers

• Construction crews

• Weekend populations

• Holidaymakers / tourists

• Daytrippers

• Festivals and other events

• Others



Non-resident populations



Peak population estimates 2006
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Mansfield study

• 50% of Mansfield’s ratepayers are non-resident

• Key findings:

• High frequency short duration visits - a lot of travel is happening
• Non-residents express concern over roads and 

telecommunications 
• A third planned to move to Mansfield permanently, many 

continuing to work
• Community involvement limited but important support provided 

during summer fires
• Transferability of results

• Adds to our knowledge of population mobility
• Provides insights into tree change phenomenon
• Improves our understanding of peri-urban / rural residential 

communities
• Holiday home owners – relevant to coastal areas



The current status of research on mobile / service populations

• There is no such thing as a population. Populations, their demands 
and their impacts, vary over time

• Different places will have different annual population profiles: ”seen 
on town ……. seen one town”

• There is no silver bullet methodology to estimate the impacts of
service populations on coasts

• Ongoing research will develop better tools for planning and 
managing populations and foster policy development



Towns in Time 2001 – small towns revisited

• The popular view that small towns are in crisis is incorrect

• Population change is only a small part of the story

• They are resilient with a strong sense of community and volunteering

• Volunteers often need professional advice and help

• Towns are not sleepy or static places - they are dynamic and have 
considerable population churn

• Towns can change radically in a short period of time

• Good main streets, infrastructure and local services are all important to a 
town’s morale and viability

• More centralised government and business are a challenge when engaging 
town communities



Other qualitative research undertaken by SAR

The experience of ageing in Sea Lake

• The aged have active lives

• High level of community involvement and volunteering

• Clear career path; less angst than city equivalents

Youth moving from country to city:

• Moved for employment, education and ‘bright lights’

• Loved living in the country as children

• Started thinking outside the square as teenagers

• Believe that townspeople need to be more tolerant and move with 
the times



Households – the way we organise ourselves into living units



Households and dwellings are growing faster than population
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More dwellings, but smaller households
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Vacant dwellings



Projected changes to household types, Victoria, 2006-2036
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Updating the Victoria in Future population projections
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Differences between VIF2004 and ERP 2006 (revised)

12,619

1,395,947

1,383,328

-63,719

3,681,263

3,744,982

-51,101

5,077,209

5,128,310

2006

12,6190VIF2004 vs ERP

62,8461,333,101VIF2004

50,2271,333,101ERPRegional Victoria

-63,7190VIF2004 vs ERP

209,6383,471,625VIF2004

273.3573,471,625ERPMelbourne SD

-51,1010VIF2004 vs ERP

272,4834,804,726VIF2004

323,5844,804,726ERPVictoria

Change 
2001-2006

2001



The intended program for revision of VIF population projections
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to provide input please refer to the feedback form



The difference mix of growth: population growth in Victoria, 
2006 to 2036

Population growth
+2,002,000

2,134,000 births 
1,277,000 deaths

Source: DPCD draft population projections Oct 2007  

Natural 
Increase

+857,000

Overseas
Migration

+1,262,000

Interstate 
Migration

-60,000



And Victoria is in a similar position: births, deaths and natural 
increase, Victoria 1971 to 2051 

Sources: VIF 2004; DPCD draft projections Oct 2007  



Victoria’s growth will slow over the next 30 years, if migration to 
Australia remains steady at 165,000 p.a.

Projected annual population growth rate (%), Victoria, 2006 to 2055
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But there are many unknowns…

• Levels of ongoing economic growth and their impacts

• Impacts of higher petrol prices

• Impacts of the current drought

• Impacts of long term climate change 

• Many other factors!



Future uncertainty: blunders of the past…

"I think there is a world market for maybe five computers"

Thomas Watson, chairman of IBM, 1943

"While theoretically and technically television may be feasible,
commercially and financially it is an impossibility" 

Lee DeForest, inventor 

"Who the hell wants to hear actors talk?" 

H. M. Warner, Warner Brothers, 1927

"We don't like their sound, and guitar music is on the way out" 

Decca Recording Co. rejecting the Beatles, 1962



Agenda for this Forum

9.30 Opening comments

9.40 Introduction

10.00 Population and household trends in the Gippsland region

10.40 Morning tea break

11.00 Social and economic characteristics of the Grampians region

11.25 Economic and environment characteristics of the Grampians region

11.45 Conclusions – ongoing analysis and research

12.00 Questions and discussion

12.20 Closing comments

12.30 Lunch
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