
Last 5,000 years - current shape of

Port Phillip Bay and countryside

from the Dandenong Ranges to

the Heads formed

700,000 years ago volcanoes of

Western District began erupting

forming the flat plains west of the 

Melbourne  between Melbourne 

and Geelong

Dandenongs formed more

than 300 million years ago

Colder and wetter conditions

20,000 years ago – different

vegetation, beech trees, fern

and bracken

14,000 years ago - temperature

began to rise, ocean levels 

increased as ice melted, 

creating warmer and moister 

environment and higher rainfall

8,500 years ago Port Phillip and

Westernport Bays formed as a

result of rising sea levels

10,000 years ago the Port Phillip

region was wetter than it is today

5,500 years ago water

level was about two

metres higher than present

31,000 years ago, Aborigines

were living at the Keilor site

20,000 years ago megafauna 

became extinct, possibly through 

animals’ inability to adapt to changed 

environment as a result of climate 

change. Drought conditions occured

 at the peak of the last 

glaciation about 18,000 years ago

18,000 years ago sea levels were

130 metres lower - the Yarra 

reached the sea between 

Cape Otway and King Island 

13,000 years ago land bridges 

between mainland Australia and

Tasmania are flooded, seperating 

Tasmania from the mainland
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Watha 
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