Summary of the 2006/07 Vretorran Hunter Marl Survey

Background

The Wildlife Act 1975and Wildlife (Game) Regulations 2001,
provide for the hunting of native Stubble Quailghdi species of
native waterfowl, introduced pheasants, partridged quail, and
four species of deer.

The Department of Sustainability and EnvironmenSH) annually

conducts a mail survey of Victoria’'s Game Licenceldérs. The

mail survey is used to provide indices of harvestls and hunter
effort and success, identify periods of increasadvést pressure
and areas where hunting pressure is greatest, amitamannual

changes and trends in hunter attitudes and peocsptegarding the
management of game and game hunting in Victoria.

Due to continued limiting waterfowl conditions, suas decreases
in wetland availability and game duck breeding, #8907 duck

hunting season was cancelled. In the absencedatl season in
2007, the section of the Survey usually set asidedfick hunting

was used to collect information on the social amdnagraphic

profile of Victorian game hunters.

In July 2007, 1000 “Victorian Hunter Survey” questhaires were
sent to randomly selected Victorian Game Licenckldrs. The

questionnaire covered the period from 1 July 2@080 June 2007
and considered various topics relating to the mgntiand

management of game species in Victoria.

The information below has been collated from th@6207 survey.

General Information
The response rate of the 2006/07 survey was 36%a@d to 40%
in the previous survey.

At the time of survey, 29,329 hunters were licensedunt game in
Victoria, a decrease of 9.3% (3,053) on the previsurvey period
(32,832).

In the 2006/07 survey period, 18,593 hunters wiesnsed to hunt
duck, 14,710 were licensed to hunt deer, and 208ers were
licensed to hunt quail.

The percentage of respondents belonging to hurttiggnisations
in 2007 (64%), was higher than the previous sur{&y%).
Generally, respondents belonged to three majomisgtons: Field
and Game Australia (31%), Sporting Shooters’ Asstmi of
Australia (28%) and the Australian Deer Associatif0%).
Twelve percent of respondents belonged to more thae
organisation.

Many respondents participated in educational d@tvior received
extension material over the survey period. Eiglotyrfpercent of
respondents received or saw tWe&torian Hunting Guide 20Q7
59% undertook some form of shooting practice, 17étved the
Ducks in Sight video/DVD and 7% participated in game
identification in the field. Twenty-seven perceoft respondents
visited DSE’s hunting website.

Hunter Profile

Of the respondents for the 2007/07 survey 98.6% wegle, 43%
were aged between 20 and 49 years with a furthér 2the age
range of 50 to 70 years old.
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Figure 1: Percentage of male and female hunters in each age

category.

The average expenditure of hunters for the 200¢@iod was
$2,396.00 using this figure for all licensed hustef this period
indicates that hunters contributed approximatel@Mzo the local
economy.

Eighty-six percent of respondents had been hurfongnore than
10 years. The survey responses indicated thamiisant number
of hunters (83%) participated in game hunting du¢heir interest
in outdoor activities, with the second most commeason, being to
obtain food (10%).

Of the respondents surveyed, 77% where currentiyl@rad full-
time. Of those that were employed full-time, 50%¢ hundertaken
some form of higher education.

Help to protect your resource

Report illegal game theft
Call 136 186

Important information to give DSE includes:
Time and date
Place
Number of people involved
Number of vehicles involved
Vehicle registration
Type of vehicle




Deer Hunting

Respondents generally hunted Sambar Deer in Stagstf(52%),
where both stalking and hound hunting is permitiaglenty percent
of respondents reported hunting Sambar Deer orateriband, while
27% reported hunting Sambar Deer in National Paskere only
stalking is permitted.

One hundred and ninety respondents provided infiiomaon the
number of days spent in the field. Respondentstspemverage of
4.7 days hunting Hog Deer, 3.4 days hunting Red Bed 5.5 days
hunting Fallow Deer. Stalkers spent an average5dd and hound
hunters spent 15 days in the field, hunting Sarbleear.
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Figure 2: Indexed seasonal harvest of Sambar Deer for theoger
1994 - 2007.

The indexed seasonal harvest of Sambar Deer takestalkers was
0.22 and by hound hunters 0.06. Combined, the bafeSambar
Deer for 2006/07 (indexed) was approximately 0¥ (Figure 2).
This approximate figure shows a 38% increase fr@@62figures
and is more consistent with 2004 and 2005 results.

Data gathered from Hog Deer checking stations sHothat 175

Hog Deer were harvested during the 2007 season. ifdexed

seasonal harvest for Red Deer was 0.009 and Fa&lkmv 0.062 (see
Figure 3).
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Sixty-two percent of respondents believed the Diepamt was doing
a satisfactory or better job of managing deer mgnith Victoria.

Quail Hunting

At the time of the survey, there were 20,693 hunlieensed to hunt
quail in Victoria. Using data gathered from respemd regarding
their participation rate, it is estimated that @,1Quail hunters
actively hunted in 2006/07.

For the 2007 quail season, 60% of respondents tiworieopening
Saturday and 40% hunted on opening Sunday. All oredpnts
(100%) indicated that they hunted after the openiagkend.

Most respondents used a gundog (77%), with stulplblédocks
being the favoured habitat (77%). The most popwaeras for
hunting quail included Shepparton, Ballarat, antild.iRiver. On
average, quail hunters spent 10 days in the fietthd the season.

The average bag of quail for respondents on opeBatgrday was
7.5 birds per hunter and 8.3 on opening Sunday.riéan seasonal
bag for quail hunters was 39.7 birds per hunterelVaxtrapolated
across the quail hunting population, this providedindex seasonal
harvest of 2.42 quail; 26.7% lower than the longrtaverage of 3.4
(see Figure 4).
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Figure 4: Indexed seasonal harvest of Stubble Quail for théogd
1991 - 2007.

Fifty-one percent of respondents believed the Depant was doing
a satisfactory or better job of managing quail mgin Victoria.

Figure 3: Indexed seasonal harvest of Red, Fallow and Hog Dee

for the period 1995 - 2007



