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Eastern Barred Bandicoot
Recovery Program

Welcome o the second newsletier of the Ezstern Barred
Bandicoot Recovery Pregram. Since last July there have
beana number of major achievementsmade in the program:
an increased number of bandicools have been bred in the
captive breeding program and the management leam of the
Recovery Program has been sgeamlined. The Hamilion
Recovery Team has appointed a keen chairperson, Grace
James, who has already antendad a meeting in Malboume
which reviewed the progress of the program and chaired a
couples of meetings in Hamilton.

The newsletter will come out more regularly in 1993 so if
there's any questions you want answered please do not
hesitate tocontact Jane Lisfman, Melbourne Zoo Education
Service on (03) 285 9355.

Recent Achievements

In 1992 there was a marked improvement in the bandicool
recovery program resulting in a8 substantial increase in
bandicoot numbers. This was the first increase in the
species numbers for many years. The upward pend is
possibly the first since European seltlement in Vicloria
which initiated the problems of extensive habitat loss and

feral precators - problems we are still trying © overcome
loday,

Inlate 1991, the mainland subspecies of the Easiern Barred
Bandicoot numbered no more than about 150 animals.
These animals were spread across 8 poorly performing
captive bresding program, two small re-introduced sub-
populations in fenced nature reserves, and a remnant,
repidly declining wild population in Hamilton, By theend
of 1992 there are at legst 250 bandicoots spread across n
upgraded, imensively managed and rapidly increasing
capuive program, |wo increasing, confined, semi-wild
colonies in the Hamilton Community Parkiands and at
Gellibrand Hill Park, & newly re-intrcducad, wild colony
near Skipton at Mooramong, and a few sarviving wild
animals at Hamilton,

Eastern Barred Bandicoot

Captive breeding

The captive population of Eastern Barred Bandicocts
increased from aboat 45 tc over 150 :n the 12 months
operation of the Captive Management Weorking Group. A
comprehensive manul outlining the technigues and
procedures used 10 breed and handle bandicools was
compiled during this ime thanks 0 Jenny Kingston's
cffonts. Breeding success has been greatly improved with
the switch from extensive managsment (large pens with
groups ol bandicoots) tointensive management (small pens
and one pair of bandicoots in each pen).

Over 30 captive bred Eastern Barred Bandicoots have been
released at Mooramong and GHP.

The Zoclogical Board of Victoria (ZBY) tock on the
responsibility for captive breeding, and this was Lie major
success curing the year. All three ZBV properues,
Healesville Sanctuary, Melboune Zoo and Werribee
Zoological Park are now breeding bardicodts. A numberof
other organisations have also shown their supporlt by
providing facilities for breeding bandicoots. Bandicools
are now being bred a: the South Austral:an National Parks
and Wildlife Service captive breaeding facility at Monarto
in South Australia, Tooronga Zoo in Sydney and Western
PlainsZoo at Dubboin NSW, and also Kyabram Fauns Park
in Victoria. '

The occasional wild bandicoot from Hamillon is awzlcome
addition tothe captive colony (o mainizin genetic vanability.
The most recent wasa female which Kay Aldridge, Hamilicn,
had raised by hand.

Behind the Scenes

Anyone interested in organising a "Bzhind the Sceres” Lour
of the breeding facilities at Wermbee, Melbourne ar
Healesville should contact Gary Slater on (05%) 62 4022,

Hamilton Community Parklands

Wildlife Enclosure (HCP)

Monitoring during November was very successful, A large
group of volunteers, ably organised by Portland DCNR
officers Peter Goldstraw and Barry Wright, spent a week
trapping in the wildlife enclosure. A tolal of 62 bandicoo:s
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