Housing vacancy

Second home ownership

The Victorian coast has long been the location for holiday homes. It is difficult to
accurately estimate the number of holiday homes in an area because a second
home may be used part time, seasonally or rented out for part of the year. A
count of unoccupied dwellings is available from the Census which, because it is
collected in winter, does give some indication of coastal holiday home numbers
which are likely to be unoccupied in winter.
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NOTE: Peak population estimates take into account potential population should unoccupied
dwellings and tourist accommodation be utilised. A count of unoccupied dwellings is provided by
the ABS Census and this number has been multiplied by the average household size for regional
Victoria in 2007 (2.52 persons). Tourist accommodation data has been obtained from the RACV
Experience Victoria accommodation guide and the number of persons in tourist accommodation
determined on the basis of either 2 persons per bedroom, or a person capacity where this was
stated. The Geographical Unit used in this analysis is Urban Centre / Rural Locality.
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