
Diversity among coastal towns

Coastal town characteristics1

The ‘Sea Change’ debate

Some analysts have labelled people who have recently moved to the coast 
as ‘sea changers’ conjuring up images of people wishing to escape the 
metropolitan rat race. Others have emphasised the importance of economic 
factors such as employment growth.2 Examination of Victoria’s coastal towns 
indicates that composition and growth patterns are varied.

Economic success stories

While some towns have seen strong population growth through retirement 
migration, others, such as those around the Surf Coast have experienced 
growth across all age groups. As population has increased unemployment 
levels have dropped considerably through either local jobs growth or because 
of the proximity of large employment centres like Geelong. There is also growth 
in part-time residents who may divide their time between a city location and a 
coastal retreat or part-time commuters who may work from home for part of 
the week and travel to city offices at other times.

Constructing a typology

Using data from the ABS Census, demographic and economic indicators were 
chosen to reflect the different types of towns along Victoria’s coast. Because 
Geelong. Warrnambool and Portland are larger cities these were excluded from 
the analysis.

Criteria for town categories1
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Source 1DSE 2004 Towns in Time  2for example Salt 2004 The Big Shift; Burnley and Murphy 2004 Sea Change; NSCT 2005 Meeting the Sea Change Challenge

Economic
challenges

NOTES:
1.  Blue boxes are required indicators, 
    green boxes indicate that a minimum no. of criteria (specified at bottom of column) need to be met.
2.  Not all coastal towns will appear on the map - only those that meet the listed criteria
3.  Large coastal cities (Geelong, Warrnambool, Portland) are excluded from this analysis 
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