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EVC/Bioregion Benchmark for Vegetation Quality Assessment

Gippsland Plain bioregion
EVC 53: Swamp Scrub

Description:
Closed scrub to 8 m tall at low elevations on alluvial deposits along streams or on poorly drained sites with higher nutrient
availability. The EVC is dominated by Swamp Paperbark Melaleuca ericifolia (or sometimes Woolly Tea-tree Leptospermum
lanigerum) which often forms a dense thicket, out-competing other species. Occasional emergent eucalypts may be present.
Where light penetrates to ground level, a moss/lichen/liverwort or herbaceous ground cover is often present. Dry variants have
a grassy/herbaceous ground layer.
Canopy Cover:

%cover Character Species Common Name

50% Leptospermum lanigerum Woolly Tea-tree

Melaleuca ericifolia Swamp Paperbark

Understorey:

Life form #Spp %Cover LF code

Medium Shrub 2 10% MS

Small Shrub 2 1% SS

Large Herb 2 5% LH

Medium Herb 3 15% MH

Small or Prostrate Herb 2 5% SH

Large Tufted Graminoid 2 10% LTG

Large Non-tufted Graminoid 3 10% LNG

Medium to Small Tufted Graminoid 2 5% MTG

Medium to Tiny Non-tufted Graminoid 2 15% MNG

Ground Fern 1 5% GF

Scrambler or Climber 1 1% SC

Bryophytes/Lichens na 20% BL
LF Code Species typical of at least part of EVC range n Common Name

MS Coprosma quadrifida Prickly Currant-bush

MS Leptospermum continentale Prickly Tea-tree

LH Lycopus australis Australian Gipsywort

LH Lythrum salicaria Purple Loosestrife

LH Persicaria praetermissa Spotted Knotweed

MH Hydrocotyle pterocarpa Wing Pennywort

MH Stellaria angustifolia Swamp Starwort

MH Lobelia anceps Angled Lobelia

SH Crassula helmsif Swamp Crassula

LTG Juncus procerus Tall Rush

LTG Poa labillardierei Common Tussock-grass

LNG Gahnia radula Thatch Saw-sedge

LNG Phragmites australis Common Reed

LNG Baumea rubiginosa s.\. Soft Twig-rush

MTG Triglochin procerum s.l. Water Ribbons

MTG Juncus gregiflorus Green Rush

MNG Eleocharis acuta Common Spike-sedge

GF Blechnum cartilagineum Gristle Fern

SC Calystegia sepium Large Bindweed

Ecological Vegetation Class bioregion benchmark
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EVC 53: Swamp Scrub - Gippsland Plain bioregion

Recruitment:
Continuous

Organic Litter:
40 % cover

Weediness:
LF Code Typical Weed Species Common Name Invasive Impact
MH Hypochoeris radicata Cat's Ear high low
LNG Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog high high
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