
Agenda for this Forum
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9.55 Population and household trends in the Gippsland region

10.30 Questions

10.45 Break and discussion

11.10 Social and economic characteristics of the Gippsland region
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12.05 Conclusions – ongoing analysis and research

12.20 General Discussion
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Using population data

• Estimated Resident Population (ERP)

• Annual estimates

• Utilises census and non-census data sources (births, deaths, migration, 
medicare records)

• Produced as preliminary, revised and final figures

• Revisions in light of census and migration data

• Usual residence

• Census counts with overseas visitors excluded and domestic visitors 
coded back to their place of usual residence 

• Place of enumeration

• Where people were counted on census night

• Be careful when dealing with time series data so types of counts
are not mixed



Annual population growth, Australia, 1789 to 2006
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Population growth of Australia – natural increase and overseas 
migration



Changes in net overseas migration, 00/01 to 06/07
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When unemployment is low, overseas migration is high (and 
vice versa)



Settler arrivals by eligibility category, 
Australia, 1985 – 2006
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Victoria

Victoria

More than 5 million people (5.128 million on 30th June 2006)

& growing – at around 1.5% per annum 

…Australia is growing at 1.48% 

…the World is growing at 1.3%

In 2006:

23% of us were aged less than 18 years 

18% of us were aged 60 years or more
23.8% of us were born overseas 

Median age was 36 years



Population growth of States and Territories, 1996-01 & 2001-06

2001-2006
1996-2001



The sources of recent Victorian population growth: population 
growth in Victoria, 1971 to 2006

Natural 
Increase

+1,085,000

Overseas
Migration

+815,000

Interstate 
Migration

-312,000

Population growth
+1,430,000

2,178,000 births 
1,094,000 deaths



Annual population growth, Victoria, 1836-2006

2006
+76,977

1945
+17,153

1888
+53,601

1852
+70,832

1960
+76,861



Components of population change, Victoria, 1972 to 2006



Historical population growth

Melbourne and regional Victoria’s estimated population, 1841 to 2006



The knowledge economy is very urban – 85% of Victoria’s 
population growth is occurring in Melbourne



Average Annual Population  Growth      .

More than 2 .0%

1.0% to  2. 0%
0.0% to  1. 0%

Popul ation Decline

Avera ge Annual Population  Grow th      .

More t han 2. 0%

1. 0% to 2.0%

0. 0% to 1.0%
Popula tion  Decline

Average annual growth rates of LGAs, 1996-2001 and 2001-
2006

2001-2006
1996-2001



Population change of LGAs, 1996-2001 and 2001-2006

1996 to 2001 2001 to 2006Popula tion Change
(No. ofP ersons)
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Population growth in regional Victoria

Most growth occurs within 150km of Melbourne
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2001-2006

The increasing concentration of population growth in Victoria

LGAs with population growing faster than the state average

Source: ABS ERP data 



Population changes in regional Victoria, 1951-2001

1991 to 2001



Areas with fastest population growth



Your Region

Gippsland region

• Largest towns 2006

• Traralgon 21,459
• Moe 15,155

• Morwell 13,203

• Sale 13,081
• Warragul 11,343

• Smallest towns 2006

• Tarwin Lower 101
• Port Franklin 112

• Buchan 118

• Noojee 121
• Nowa Nowa 137

Source: Towns in Time 2006



Population change in the Gippsland region, 1996-2001-2006

Source: ABS ERP data 

1.31%1.05%323,584244,5715,128,3104,804,7264,560,155Victoria

0.75%0.87%50,80956,3711,383,3281,332,5191,276,148Regional Victoria

0.66%0.55%7,9776,478247710239,733233,255
GIPPSLAND 
REGION

0.06%-0.04%129-8341,59141,46241,545Wellington

0.39%0.52%51667126,67526,15925,488South Gippsland

0.40%-0.13%1,432-47272,07570,64371,115Latrobe

0.96%0.18%1,92234541,36139,43939,094East Gippsland

1.12%1.09%2,0851,92938,48436,39934,470Baw Baw

1.44%3.54%1,8934,08827,52425,63121,543Bass Coast

2001-20061996-20012001-20061996-2001200620011996

Average Annual ChangeAbsolute ChangePopulationLocal Government Area



Changes in population of towns, 2001-2006
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Growth (nu mb er)

� 4,700

� 2,350

� 470
-470

-2,350

-4,700


