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PROGRAM UPDATE

It has been quite a while since progress on the
recovery program was reported in the last newsletter.
Probably the best news was the breaking of the
drought in carly autumn, While bandicoots generally
remained im good condition over the dry summer
reproduction was well down. However once the
rains came, bandicoots started breeding again and
recent monitonng has indicated good reproduction
at most sites.

Thethree new reintroduction sites started in spring
1994 (Floating Islands reserve., Lake Goldsmith
reserve and 'Lanark’) are progressing well, with
bandicoots surviving andbrecding atall sites, A new
recovery plan for 1995-96 is nearly complete. The
major emphasis will be on consolidating the newly
reintroduced populations, by supplementing these
with additional releases during spring 1995, using
captive bred bandicoots as well as animals
transiocated from Crellibrand Hill Parke. The population
there continues to doextremely well, with probably
well over 300 animals in the nature reserve. Read the
update later on for more information.

Several staff changes have occurred since last
newsletter. Dr. Rosie Booth from Melbourne Zoo
left to take a position at Currumbin Sanctuary, Greg
Thorpe, the bandicoot ranger at Gellibrand Hill
Park, recently leftitocontinue hus studies. Both Rosie
and Greg devoted considerable time and cnergy to
the recovery program, and will be sorely missed.

Onthe welcome side, Steve McDougall has tiken
up the reins at Colac CNR forbandicoot matters. In
amajor “coup” for the recovery program, Amanda
(Mandy) Watson (a former bandicoot ranger al

Gellibrand Hill Park) recently returned to Victoria
alter a stint in the Northern Territory and will be
working with Peter Goldstraw on bandicoot
conservation in the Hamilton district. Itwas probably
the benign Western Districts climate that drew
Amandaback o Vietoria, away from the oppressive
heat of the deep north. National Park Service ranger
Marcia Johns joined the recovery program and is
now responsible for bandicoot reintroduction at
Lake Goldsmith reserve.

- Gary Backhouse and Gary Slater.

FRIENDS OF THE EASTERN BARRED

BANDICOOT

'Friends’ actively participated in the Hamilton
monitoring and have continued the Parklands fox
control programon a weckly basis since December,

A special meeting of the "Friends of the Eastern
Barred Bandicoot” in May was addressed by Gary
Slaterand Merril Halley from Healesville Sanctuary.
They gave a very informative talk on endangered
species captive breeding programs and zoos
generally. Mandy Watson from the Warrnambool
office of Departmentof Conservation and Natural
Resources addressed the August meeting to discuss
the Domestic (Feral and Nmsance) Ammal Act
1994 in relation to cats and options forcat control in
bandicootareas.

[t1sencouraging to hearreports of bandicoothreeding
in the wild population from Hamilton residents.

"Friends of the Eastern Barred Bandicoot"
membership enquires to; Bob Korlowski, RMB
8640, Hamilton. 3300
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