


For the Melbourne North and Melbourne South-East Investigation Areas, and for
the area immediately around Melton a risk-based approach was applied. This approach

involved:

> Confirming the presence or absence of vegetation types;
> Assessing the presence of suitable habitat for threatened species;

> Undertaking targeted assessments or surveys for threatened species (such as
Growling Grass Frog, Southern Brown Bandicoot, golden Sun Moth); and

> Identifying key priorities and opportunities for avoidance and habitat

retention and enhancement.

These studies (Biosis 2009, Practical Ecology 2009, SMEC 2009 and Birds Australia
2009) also identified issues requiring further work. Additional detailed survey will

be undertaken in all areas designated for urban development as part of the Precinct
Structure Planning process. Information will be collected to the standard specified in the

Biodiversity Precinct Planning Kit (Department of Sustainability and Environment 2009).

Subsequent to the consultant studies described above, DSE botanists undertook
additional field checking where uncertainties were indicated from the consultant work
(eg. major differences from the DSE model and previous reports). There were overall

very few of these situations requiring additional field-checking.

DSE used these various data sources to create a composite native vegetation extent
and condition layer. Essentially the data source used at any one point in the study area
was the “best available”, with preference given to the following datasets in the following
priority order:

1. detailed field-assessed habitat hectare data,

2. field based rapid assessments (includes some consultant studies and DSE staff

investigations),
3. consultant desktop assessments (extent only), and
4. DSE modeled data (eg. Figure 3).

In some cases, the DSE modelled data was considered more spatially accurate than
some of the consultant desktop mapping, hence where there was agreement between
DSE modelling and the consultant information on type the DSE model was used in

preference.

An example of the detailed native vegetation information that informed this report and
is available for the whole study area is given in Figure 4. It includes an example based on

Victorian Ecological Vegetation Class typology, together with habitat score data.
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