
Conclusions: making the most of the census



Victorian Government: Census 2006 

• Census data products
• Incorporate 2006 Census data into current range of products
• New range of small-area data and analysis under development

• Data products – “old favourites”
• Melbourne in Fact
• Regional Victoria in Fact
• Towns in Time data
• Suburbs in Time data
• Know Your Area

• Analysis Products
• Towns in Time analysis
• Suburbs in Time analysis
• Internal Migration
• Coastal profile
• Peri-urban

www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/research/urbanandregional



Victorian Government:  Census 2006 

• Population projections

• Victoria in Future (LGA & SLA projections to 2031)

• Small Area projections (towns and suburbs)

Please take a Census 2006 product 
sheet for further information on DPCD 
products, release dates and contacts



More and better online information

www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/research/urbanandregional

Census data



Regional Matters 2005

• Whole-of-government

• Moving beyond portfolio themes

• Changing Populations
• Community Wellbeing
• Servicing Communities
• Industry and Skills
• Land and People
• Water in a Dry Land
• Coastal Development
• Energy Choices

• Developing the linkages

• Portfolio index
• Integration diagrams 
• Link boxes throughout 
• Fully referenced

Photo courtesy Dairy Australia



The importance of qualitative research

www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/research/urbanandregional



Some findings from the small towns revisited study

• The popular view that small towns are in crisis is incorrect

• Population change is only a small part of the story

• They are resilient with a strong sense of community and 
volunteering

• Volunteers often need professional advice and help

• Towns are not sleepy or static places - they are dynamic and have 
considerable population churn

• Towns can change radically in a short period of time

• Good main streets, infrastructure and local services are all 
important to a town’s morale and viability

• More centralised government and business are a challenge when 
engaging town communities



Other qualitative research undertaken by SAR

The experience of ageing in Sea Lake

• The aged have active lives

• High level of community involvement and volunteering

• Clear career path; less angst than city equivalents

Youth moving from country to city:

• Moved for employment, education and ‘bright lights’

• Loved living in the country as children

• Started thinking outside the square as teenagers

• Believe that townspeople need to be more tolerant and move with 
the times



Availability of regional forum presentations and other 
information used in these presentations

www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/research/urbanandregional



Agenda for this Forum

9.30 Introduction

9.55 Population and household trends in the Gippsland region

10.30 Questions

10.45 Break and discussion

11.10 Social and economic characteristics of the Gippsland region

11.50 Questions

12.05 Conclusions – ongoing analysis and research

12.20 General Discussion

12.30 Lunch
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General discussion
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